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Winter Newsletter – 
December 2018 

 
Vision Statement 

A future with growing, sustainable communities and a 
diverse economic base resulting in more people, more 

jobs and more housing. 

Payment Options 
1) Online Banking – You may process your 

payments online if your bank is set up for such. 
Please be sure to choose the RM of Morris, not 
Town of Morris as a payee. Always allow 5 
business days for your bank to process 
payments to ensure it is received by its 
deadline. We do not deal with TD Bank. 

2) Pre-Authorized – Forms are found in our 
office. Please bring a void cheque if signing up. 
Both utility and tax bills may be paid this way. 

3) At Our Office – We accept cash, cheque and 
debit only. Cheque payments can also be sent in 
the mail.  We do not accept credit cards.  

Upcoming Council 
Meetings 

 January 9th, 2019 
 February 13th, 2019 
 March 13th, 2019 
 April 10th, 2019 

Please check out our Twitter, 
Facebook and Website in case 
of date change. 

 

Visit our Website and like us 
on Facebook to keep up with 

the latest at the Valley 
Regional Library. 

http://valley.mb.libraries.coop/ 
 

In the case of a boil water advisory please follow the 
instructions below: 

To avoid purchasing water bottles, and prior to the 
service interruption, water users can store tap water in clean 
containers for drinking water purposes and should fill the 
bathtub for flushing water during the outage.  

Due to flushing of lines after the water service 
resumes, water users may experience a sputtering water 
flow, discoloured or dirty water. This is normal and should 
resolve after a few minutes of running your cold water tap. 
All water should be brought to a rolling boil for at least 
one minute before it is used for: 

• Drinking and ice making 
• Preparing beverages, such as infant formula 
• Preparing food 
• Brushing teeth  

It is not necessary to boil tap water used for other 
household purposes, such as laundry or washing dishes. 
Adult and older children that are able to avoid swallowing 
the water can wash, bathe, or shower. Young children 
should be sponge bathed. If boiling is not feasible, an 
alternate and safe supply of water should be used. 

To avoid burn injuries from hot water, caution 
should be taken. Please keep young children away from 
boiled water, and place kettles and pots away from counters 
and stove edges. Notices will be posted to our media.  

 
 

Greetings from the Reeve 
 

RM of Morris council continues to focus on policies that provide 
efficient and effective service to our community. Support for our farmers 
includes an ambitious drainage maintenance program.  Council is committed 
to an ambitious 2019 municipal drain maintenance program. 

Support of our industrial and manufacturing sector also continues to 
be a focus of your council. The Rosenort Industrial Park infrastructure 
program saw the completion of the road network including hard surfacing of 
a portion of Riverside Road south of provincial road #205. The project was 
cost shared through the Building Canada program and included equal 
contributions from the federal government, province of Manitoba and the RM 
of Morris. This work completed the development of the Park and includes the 
creation of 26 new serviced industrial lots. Business expansion continues in 
the Rosenort Industrial Park and council has initiated plans to review and 
evaluate potential for the expansion of the Industrial Park. 

After considerable deliberation and review of various options council 
has agreed to work with Valley Fiber to provide new and improved high 
speed internet service to all municipal residents and businesses. We expect 
these improvements to begin this fall with completion in 2019. 

Valley Fiber has agreed to provide individual hard fiber into all 
homes and businesses in Rosenort and Lowe Farm including sites along the 
route and ‘fixed wireless’ for all other residents in RM of Morris.  

The goal of your municipal council is to establish responsible 
policies and then communicate decisions to our ratepayers and residents. 
Please check our website and Facebook and Twitter sites for any updates on 
council activities. Our goal is to serve the community to the best of our 
abilities. 

Council elections in October resulted in the addition of two new RM 
of Morris council members. We want to welcome Scott Siemens and Shane 
Kroeker to the RM of Morris council team. 

We also want to thank Denis Robert for 20 years of service to the 
residents and taxpayers of the RM of Morris. Denis was a valuable council 
member and his contributions to our municipal rural water program and his 
service as Board Co-Chair of Pembina Valley Water Coop are examples of 
his dedication to municipal work. Thanks Denis. Council would also like to 
thank Mike Toews for his thoughtful contributions to our decision making 
process and his service to our municipal community. Thanks Mike. 

Council would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and 
holiday season with a special focus on family, friends and celebrations that 
include the true spirit of the season. 

 

Recycling Depot Bin Locations: 
• Aubigny (corner of PR205E & PR246) 
• Sperling 
• Sewell 
• Lowe Farm Landfill 
• Rosenort Landfill 

RECYCLING ONLY, NO GARBAGE PLEASE. 

The R.M. of Morris Council and 
Staff wish you a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year! 

CAO Report 
 

As 2018 draws to a close it provides us with 
a time to reflect on the past year.  We started in 
January with the addition of Trevor Dackow to our 
staff.  He is serving in a full time position as a 
combination Fire Chief and Building Inspector. 

The renewal/replacement of our lease with 
John Deere provided us with 4 new grader units that 
we will be leasing for four years.  When we 
compared the cost of leasing against the cost of 
outright purchase of the machines, it is proving more 
cost effective to lease the machines. 

Then along came spring and while we were 
fortunate enough not to have to deal with any major 
flooding, we were the unfortunate recipients of a dust 
storm which left many miles of blow dirt in the 
ditches that we had to clean out.  As there was no 
disaster assistance for this dirt we absorbed the costs 
of this storm within our budget. 

During the summer we worked on the 
construction of a new roadway in the Rosenort 
Industrial Park and also placed concrete on a portion 
of Road 2E just south of PR 205.  This project was 
made feasible because we received funding from both 
the Federal and Provincial Governments.  This has 
allowed for a much needed expansion to the Rosenort 
Industrial Park. 

Sperling street intersections were in need of 
repair and that also happened in the summer. 
Another summer project saw the urbanization of the 
ditches along PR 246 in the community of Aubigny. 

Lowe Farm Fire received a water tanker that 
replaced one of their fire trucks. Then in November 
we celebrated the opening of the New Rosenort Fire 
Hall.  The community involvement in the creation of 
this new facility has been tremendous.  The new hall 
will serve the municipality for many years to come.  

During the year a recommendation by the 
Rosenort Community Centre District to acquire land 
for the expansion of Westfield Park was approved.  
We are currently working on the sub-division process 
and hope to complete this in 2019. 

 
Continues on page 2….. 
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R.M. of Morris Website 
Please take the time to visit our 
website and check out our upcoming 
events.  We would like to include as 
many community events as possible, 
so please forward information to 
Jennifer at the R.M. of Morris office 
by calling (204) 746-7300 or send her 
an email at jennifer@rmofmorris.ca  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Water Works Emergency Line:  
204-746-7300 
 
Animal Control Officer - John 
Doerksen 
204-746-0593 

 
 
 

Reminders 
 

Address Change: Please remember to 
advise the RM of Morris Office if you are 
moving so changes can be made to your 
accounts. 
Outstanding Utilities: Water bills are sent 
out quarterly. Any accounts overdue 45 
days will be transferred to your tax 
account. 
Penalties: Any overdue accounts will 
receive a penalty on the first day of each 
month. 
Building Permits: Applications require an 
appointment with our building inspector 
Trevor Dackow. Please call our office first 
if you wish to build. 
Water Shut Off: When leaving your house 
for long periods of time please remember 
to turn off your water. This prevents the 
lines from freezing in the winter and any 
possible water leaks or issues with the 
line. 
 

Recycling Pick Up 2019 

Sperling, Riverside, Rosenort & Aubigny 

Rosenort & Lowe Farm 
 

Holiday….CLOSED 
 

Fire Chief / Building Inspector Report 
 

 
Time certainly passes by quickly. It seems like it was just yesterday I 

was writing my piece for the spring newsletter. Now winter is here and 
Christmas will soon be upon us. 
Many of you will be using wood as a supplemental heating source over the 
winter. Now is a good time to think about having your chimney cleaned by a 
WETT certified professional. Please ensure you have both smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors in your homes and that you change the batteries annually 
where required. 

Many of you have either called or come to see me to apply for 
building permits, or to ask questions in regard to permits and the building 
code. I always enjoy chatting with residents and assisting with your inquiries. 
Over the winter, you may be already planning to build a garage or storage 
shed in the spring to store your toys, tools or equipment. Please remember 
that any accessory building in excess of 120 square feet will require a permit 
prior to the commencement of construction. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 
(204)746-7300. 
May you and your families have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 
 

Trevor Dackow 
trevor@rmofmorris.ca  

Cell: 204-712-0022 
Office: (204) 746-7300 

 
 

 
 

Public Works Report 
 

Drainage – The drainage program came to a halt on December 17th. The spreading of dirt piles is 100% completed. There will 
be approximately 24 miles to carry over to 2019. 
Drift soil – This spring the RM hired excavators to remove drift soil from ditches at a cost of $69,000. This included 
approximately 26.5 miles. The landowner/renters are responsible to level or clean-up the soil that was placed on the edge of the 
field.  
Roads – Gravel roads are in good condition. 
 Dirt roads are shaped up nicely after a wet spell just before freeze-up. 
Snow Clearing – Please remove parked vehicles from the street during snow plowing or clearing operations. Parked cars not 
only slow the operation, but also leave large amounts of snow on the road after the car is dug out, which is inconvenient for 
everyone and dangerous. Your valued assistance during the winter season will help provide efficient and economical winter 
maintenance service.  
A reminder to rural residents to please refrain from dumping or blowing snow onto road allowances. This can be dangerous for 
snow clearing equipment travelling at high speeds.  
Bridges – Just a reminder that when crossing these wooden bridges please slow down. The combination of weight and speed 
destroys these wooden bridges quickly. 
 
It has been a pleasure serving the residents of the RM of Morris. I would like to extend my congratulations to Paul Robert for 
taking on the responsibility as the new Public Works Manager in 2019. 
 
On behalf of Paul and myself, I would like to give a big thank you to the Public Works staff. Without their expertise and 
willingness this job could be a struggle.  
 

Merry Christmas everyone!! 
 

Public Works Manager 
Don Harder 

Phone: (204) 746-7300 
 

Sign up for emailed utility billing to 
receive your utility bill sooner. Email 
marley@rmofmorris.ca , or go to our 

website and apply online! 
 

RM Shop Holiday 
Hours 

Closed: Dec 25th, 
26th, 2018 & Jan 1st, 

2019 

Open 6:30am-12pm: 
Dec 24th & 31st, 2018  
Open 6:30am-5pm:  

Dec 27th & 28th, 
2018 

Rosenort Landfill Holiday Hours 
Open 9am - 4:30pm: Dec 22nd & 27th- 29th, 2018 

Open 9am - 1pm: Dec 24th & 31st, 2018 
Closed: Dec 25th, 26th, 2018 & Jan 1st, 2019 

 
Lowe Farm Landfill Holiday Hours 

Open 9am - 3pm: Dec 22nd & 29th, 2018 
Open 10am - 8pm: Dec 27th, 2018 

Closed: Dec 24th - 26th, 28th, 31st, 2018 & Jan 1st, 2019 

Office Holiday 
Hours 

Closed: Dec 
24th - 26th, 

2018 & Jan 1st, 
2019 

Open 8:30am - 
4:30pm: Dec 
27th, 28th & 
31st, 2018 

…..Continued from page 1 
Finally – as residents and ratepayers you may have heard that the Rural Municipality of Morris has entered into agreement 

with Valley Fiber for the provision of better internet services.  Administration has met with Valley Fiber and the design team from 
Valley Fiber is currently working on the plans so that they are ready for installation hopefully starting in spring of 2019. 

The above items are just a small glimpse into some of our activities.  There are many other day to day items that occur 
without any of us even thinking about them. 

Finally, in closing I would like to thank Mr. Don Harder, for being our Public Works Manager for many years.  Don will be 
retiring at the end of December 2018 and I would like to wish him a well-deserved retirement!  He has been an incredible asset to the 
Rural Municipality of Morris and will truly be missed! 

Merry Christmas to all of you and I wish you a happy new year!! 
 

Larry Driedger, Chief Administrative Officer 
Phone: (204) 746-7300 
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